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Agenesis of the Corpus Callosum

Key facts
Agenesis of the Corpus Callosum (ACC) is a birth defect in which the structure that connects the two hemispheres of the brain (Corpus Callosum) is partially or completely absent.
'Agenesis' means absent.
The Corpus Callosum is the largest fibre tract in the central nervous system.
ACC is a spectrum of disability ranging from some pupils who are mildly affected to pupils who have severe special needs.
Prognosis depends upon the extent and severity of the malformations.
It is not possible for the Corpus Callosum to regenerate or degenerate.
Pupils with ACC can have difficulties with social interaction, and are sometimes misdiagnosed as having Autism.
Associated difficulties
ACC can occur in isolation or in combination with
· Aicardi Syndrome( girls)
· Arnold- Chiari Malformation
· Dandy Walker Syndrome
· Andermann Syndrome
· Schizencephaly Holoprosencephaly 


Factors to consider in school
· General learning difficulties
· Social skills group and friendship groups
· Seek support for visual impairment from Joseph Clark Service
· Seek support for hearing impairment from Roding Outreach Service
· Identify individuals own learning style- strengths and weaknesses
· Pre teach vocabulary and provide subject specific word banks.





· Support fine and gross motor needs with specific interventions.
· Support recording needs with ICT.
· See web links for further ideas to support learning.

 
Useful websites 
http://www.corpal.org.uk/
Corpal is a not-for-profit support group and charity run by parents, families and carers of children and adults who have ACC or Aicardi Syndrome.

http://www.corpal.org.uk/acc.asp - good link to simple summaries to give to staff and families.

http://agenesiscorpuscallosum.blogspot.com/
Well written blog written by Abbie a lady who has ACC.
There is a good visual diagram on the front page explaining what the Corpus Callosum is.

https://www.nodcc.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=16&Itemid=32
Educators page with advice re behaviour, socialization and education

http://www.ninds.nih.gov/disorders/agenesis/agenesis.htm 
Good summary and information sheets.

http://agenesiscorpuscallosum.blogspot.com/search/label/ACC%20and%20Education
Some good supporting ideas to help develop handwriting skills.

https://www.nodcc.org/pdfs/Conference_Handouts/educational_suggestions_for_children_with_acc.pdf
A hand out you can download written by a teacher who has taught a pupil with ACC.

http://scenicbeauty.tripod.com/ABCs_of_ACC.pdf
An interesting way of presenting key teaching strategies and needs that surround pupils who have ACC.

http://agenesiscorpuscallosum.blogspot.com/2010/05/reading-and-comprehension.html
Lots of practical tips and ideas to support literacy acquisition.

http://agenesiscorpuscallosum.blogspot.com/2009/05/acc-and-me-book.html
A story book for pupils with ACC.




http://agenesiscorpuscallosum.blogspot.com/search/label/Teaching%20Resources
A long list of teaching resources and links to websites.



LINKS TO YOU TUBE

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ws3wFhhGNrE&feature=related
A 2 minute clip explaining the basic facts of this condition.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cv6LQBzr43w
Very short positive introduction to ACC

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ws3wFhhGNrE&feature=related
What is ACC.
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