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AUTISM

Key facts
Autism is a lifelong developmental disability. It is part of the autism spectrum and is sometimes referred to as an autism spectrum disorder, or ASD.
The word 'spectrum' is used because, while all people with autism share three main areas of difficulty, their condition will affect them in very different ways.
The three main areas of difficulty which all people with autism share are sometimes known as the 'triad of impairments'. 
They are:
· difficulty with social communication
· difficulty with social interaction
· difficulty with social imagination

Associated difficulties
· Fragile X
· Asperger’s Syndrome
· Epilepsy
· Bipolar disorder
· Depression
· Bowel disorder
· Tuberous Sclerosis

 
Useful websites 
http://www.autism.org.uk/Working-with/Education.aspx
A very comprehensive site offering specific advice for schools relating to Early Years, Advice for schools, Resources for teachers, Bullying and Students in FE/HE.


http://kendrik2.wordpress.com/2007/10/10/12-tips-to-setting-up-an-autism-classroom/
12 tips to setting up an Autism friendly classroom 
Print out this simple set of strategies and recommendations to give to school staff.







http://www.autism4teachers.com/autism4teachers_051.htm A large collection of resources to use with Autistic students. The awareness section contains some useful resources to be shared with the whole class.



http://www.tinsnips.org/
Ideas for things to do and make, social stories, songs, hands-on, time, money, social skills, functional activities that address multi-sensory learning styles and promote higher order thinking skills



http://4kidz.org/index.html
Free website for young children and people with special needs.
Games use simple motor skills developing attention span/ hand-eye coordination.

Many more resource links to resources on the website.

Training

Working with FiND
http://find.redbridge.gov.uk/kb5/redbridge/fsd/service.page?record=7a9BRZp5XrM Working with Autism is a 3 session course provided by the staff of Hatton School. Contact Ruth at Families Information Direct to register your interest in this course on 0207 080 9191

Family support
http://www.staar-redbridge.org.uk/
[bookmark: _GoBack]Supporting Those with Autism and Asperger’s in Redbridge (also known as STAAR) is a voluntary organisation that provides information and support to parents/carers of children with autism, Asperger’s and similar disorders.
http://www.oaasis.co.uk/
This site provides 'First Guides' to ADHD, Asperger’s, Autism, Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, Tourette's Syndromes and further comprehensive advice.
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