Fine motor / mouse skills activities
with thanks to Maggie Wagstaff for suggesting some ideas and waking up others !
These activities are a great way to warm up at the start of the lesson. When completing these activities try to ensure pupils demonstrate their understanding of the language used eg click, drag, drop, cursor etc.

Using a paint programme eg Tux Paint (free), Splosh etc

· Choose a thick brush- make @ 5 spots on the screen by pointing and clicking.

· Choose another colour and ask pupils to put another spot next to, above, below the first spot

or
     Choose a thinner brush and ask them to place a thinner dot in the middle of the larger dot

or
     Choose black + thick spray and spray out all the spots drawn.

or
     Choose another colour and ask pupils to draw around the spots in a loop keeping a continuous line.
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Racing cars
Ask pupil to select a colour and a thick line shape. Ask pupil to draw around the edge of the screen. Change colour and repeat inside the original shape drawn.
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Directional line drawing 

Choose a variety of colours, sizes, shapes etc 
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Thick and thin lines
Encourage pupils to draw thick lines from left to right. Then change colour and thinner shape and try to draw over the top of the thick line. Gradually make the lines more wavy.
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This can then be developed to add in handwriting patterns eg wwwww etc, and also look at using the eraser option at the end to ‘rub out ‘ all the images drawn.

Shape drawing

Encourage simple exploration of drag and drop with different shapes and this then can be developed to produce high quality art work if pupils taught to fill in with different colours.
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Gridspot

Turn grid lock on, choose 2/3/4 colours and a medium brush. Make patterns with your colour. Extend to include sequencing and pattern making.

Symmetry

Programmes such as 2 Simple Paint – has a very simple symmetry option that is simple to use and very effective.

SOS Writing in the sand

Fill the screen with yellow, choose another colour and a medium brush, drag and write letters, numbers, handwriting patterns in the sand.
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Sprayaway

Use a spray can and cover all the paper with a solid colour. Then use another tool to complete handwriting patterns (adult may need to model for the pupil to copy)
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Hoopla

Put the correct number of spots or number in the shapes.
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Have a …5 day ! ( or 3, 6 or any number)

Put 5 marks, 5 spots, 5 colours, 5 circles, drag out the number 5’s, use text tool etc 

Alphabet or Number trace 

Encourage pupil to draw within the lines on the screen.
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Temper, Temper !
Make some marks, numbers, letters etc on the screen. Ask the pupil to spray using black until all the requested items have been covered. Pupil’s will need to hold down for a longer time to cover the initial.
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Pattern making
Use the keyboard to make patterns ….

Wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww

Wwwwwwwwwww

Wwwwww

Wwww

Ww

W

Speech bubbles

Teach pupils to draw speech bubbles and add text into them !
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Keyboards / Computer tips to teach pupils- annotate progress on I.E.P
Control  + N = New page

Control + Z = undoes the last move

Control + O = teacher controls page

Control +S = Save

Control + P = Print

Control + A = Select all

Control + C = Copy

Control + V = Paste

Control + X = Cut

Control + Z = Undo typing

Control + Y = Redo typing

Control + B = Bold

Control + U = Underline

Control + D = Adds a date

Shift S =
makes the picture smaller

H = makes the picture wider
S = makes the picture bigger

R = Rotates 

PrtSc Button – whatever is on your computer screen can be copied by pressing print screen.

· Copy and paste, bold, highlight, underline

· Make text larger / smaller

· Shift + F3 = toggle between capitals and lower case

· Shift + F7 = Thesaurus

· Control + Shift + G = Word count

· Shift + Alt+ D = date

· Control + end = go to end of document

· Control + home = go to begin of document 

Good FREE software to use to develop computer and mouse skills

Tux Paint 
www.tuxpaint.org/download 

Drawing for children  http://drawing.gamemaker.nl/ 

Kiddo- very early simple programme to develop mouse control and understanding of cause and control http://www.snowytree.com/kiddo/index.html 
Talking faces  www.inclusive.co.uk/downloads/downloads.shtml#talkingfaces
Pivot Man (great fun take a look !)

http://www.snapfiles.com/downloads/stickfigure/dlstickfigure.html 

On screen keyboard Click and type http://snt.lakefolks.com 

Fortune teller maker www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/origami/fortuneteller 

Word clouds www.wordle.net 

On line saveable mindmap www.text2mindmap  

Pop Bubble wrap on the computer www.virtualbubblewrap.com/popnow.shtml 
Bear building – click to build them up again ! http://www.nobodyhere.com/toren.hier 
Make your own lego person www.reasonablyclever.com/mini/flash/minifig.swf 

Thank you to Maggie Waggstaff for these links – they are great fun take a look !!!
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My name is 


Alex 








