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MICROCEPHALY

Key facts
· Microcephaly is a medical condition in which the circumference of the head is smaller than normal because the brain has not developed properly or has stopped growing.
· Microcephaly can be present at birth or it may develop in the first few years of life.  
· It is most often caused by genetic abnormalities that interfere with the growth of the cerebral cortex during the early months of fetal development.  
· It is associated with other conditions or occurs on its own.
· Children with microcephaly may also have 
· Learning difficulties
· Delayed motor skills
· Seizures
· Delayed speech and communication skills
· Hyperactivity
· Short stature
· Difficulties with coordination and balance
· Some children with microcephaly will have normal intelligence and a head that will grow bigger, but they will track below the normal growth curves for head circumference. 
· There is no treatment, but support and interventions used to support the difficulties associated.
· There is a wide spectrum of associated difficulties. When supporting a child with microcephaly you will need to ascertain which affect that particular child and how they impact upon their learning, independence and communication. 


Educational implications
· Pupils with Microcephaly can present in a very varied way. 
· The difficulties associated with Microcephaly can require various levels of support in different areas. 
· Pupils with microcephaly can present as having very different needs. 
· If asked to support a pupil with microcephaly it is important to collate a 'Pupil Profile' annotating under each key area (motor, communication, learning, strength/ weaknesses etc) if the pupil has any needs that require supporting. 
· Once the pupil profile has been established – SENCO / Class teacher / Parents / Outreach Service/ Health Professionals can work together to identify specific strategies that will support these needs


Useful addresses and web links
http://www.microcephaly.co.uk/
Microcephaly support group in UK.

http://www.childrenwithmicro.org/
Microcephaly support group in USA

http://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&fr=chr-nectar&sz=all&va=microcephaly
Some images of children with Microcephaly.

You tube links
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aYU5KO__x5I&feature=related

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIlsP-ds5tM&feature=fvwrel

Family support
http://www.microcephaly.co.uk/
Microcephaly support group in UK.
http://health.groups.yahoo.com/group/microcephalysupportgroup/message/195?l=1
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