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SEMANTIC PRAGMATIC DISORDER

Key facts
Semantic = the relationship between words or sentences and their meanings
Pragmatic= making language work in context
Semantic Pragmatic Disorder is a communication disorder. 
This condition can be described as the 'outer spectrum of Autism', as Autistic pupils will all have semantic pragmatic difficulties.

Associated difficulties
· ADHD
· Asperger's syndrome
· Autism
Observable difficulties
· Sound very grown-up 
· Be fluent speaker, but on their a topic of their choice
· Difficulties giving specific information on one event 
· No appropriate eye contact / facial expression exchange  
· Difficulties with abstract concepts (next week; guess) 
· May not ask for help  
· Can appear rude, arrogant, gauche  
· Late reader or very early reader, but little understanding
· Can contrast between being a loner / over friendly
· Can be anxious in crowds
· Struggle with team games
· Very active or over passive






Useful strategies
  give the child practical, hands-on tasks
  provide a quiet, orderly environment
  use visual clues whenever possible
  break instructions into short sentences
  keep to classroom routines as much as possible and help them to cope when change is unavoidable
  avoid abstract concepts whenever possible (the child probably won’t understand ‘guess’ or ‘pretend’ and will find time words, such as ‘long ago’, problematical)
  give literal instructions eg. ‘put the puzzles in the cupboard’ rather than ‘tidy away’
  help them to learn strategies for socialising• provide them with a visual written or pictorial timetable
• explain metaphors, sarcasm and jokes when they are used
• build on their special interests
• follow any given programmes such as from the speech and language therapist
• give constant encouragement and praise.


Useful websites 
http://www.oaasis.co.uk/documents/Info_Sheets/Semantic_Pragmatic_Disorder_Info_Sheet Two page summary to print out explaining key facts.




http://www.autism.org.uk/about-autism/related-conditions/semantic-pragamtic-disorder.aspx
A good clear overview explaining the differences and overlap with Autism.
http://www.autism.org.uk/about-autism/related-conditions/semantic-pragamtic-disorder.aspx
Also has specific information relating to classrooms.

http://www.senteacher.org/Condition/10/Teach.xhtml
A simple summary and links to supporting resources.

http://www.asha.org/public/speech/development/pragmatics.htm
[bookmark: _GoBack]Interesting article explaining the pragmatics of speech.

Training
http://youtu.be/XrQPvpuouWI
This link shows a young man explaining how this disorder affects him in everyday life.

http://youtu.be/kyprxFLr-Ms
A ten year old boy talking on this clip demonstrating his ability to recall facts and information, but having some difficulties with answering less direct questions.


Family support

http://www.hi2u.org/visitors/spd.htm
This article has been written by a parent.
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