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WILLIAM’S SYNDROME

Key facts
· William’s Syndrome is a rare genetic condition, affecting chromosome structure of people affected.
· This is a random condition and is non-hereditary.
· Children are affected to different degrees.
· Williams People have a unique pattern of emotional, physical and mental strengths and weaknesses.
· William’s syndrome affects 1 in 25,000 births. Roughly 75 new cases in UK each year.
· Mild-> Moderate learning difficulties
· 75 % of children with WS have learning difficulties.
· Distinctive facial appearance- puffiness around the eyes, short nose with broad nasal tip, wide mouth, full lips and small chin.
· Children with William’s Syndrome can also have short stature, limited mobility in their joints, and curvature of the spine.
· Over friendliness and high levels of empathy with anxiety.
· Individuals with William’s syndrome have a 50 % chance of passing the condition to a child.
· One of the 25 missing genes is the gene that produces elastin, a protein that allows blood vessels and other tissues in the body to stretch. It is likely that having only one copy of this gene results in the narrowing of blood vessels seen in this condition.
· Inability to bend little finger.
· Partially missing teeth
· Skin that covers the inner corner of the eye.

Aspects of development that can be affected:
· Lack of co ordination
· Slight muscle weakness
· Possible heart defects
· Occasional kidney problems.










School implications to consider
Strengths 	
-	verbal short term memory and language
· concrete and practical language
· older children with WS can usually speak fluently and use good grammar
· interested in music

Considerable weaknesses 
      -	visuospatial construction (the skills used to copy patterns, draw, or write).
· abstract language
· easily distracted - more than 50 % of children with WS have ADD or ADHD
· 50 % have specific phobias e.g. loud noises
· Very trusting
· Pupils with WS worry excessively

Treatment
Blood vessel narrowing – monitoring of blood pressure / heart conditions
Physiotherapy to help with joint stiffness
Motor programme e.g. Healthy Hands / Smart moves – contact Newbridge Outreach 
Speech therapy when child is very young.

Also known as 
Williams-Beuren syndrome









Useful websites
http://www.williams-syndrome.org.uk/resources/resources.html
You can order;
· a 45 min DVD - £10 from William's Syndrome Foundation
· a Free William's Syndrome factsheet and a Teachers Guide for £2.

[bookmark: _GoBack]http://www.wsf.org/behavior/teachers.htm
Specific advice when teaching pupils with Williams Syndrome.

http://4kidz.org/index.html
Free website for young children and people with special needs.
Games use simple motor skills developing attention span/ hand-eye coordination.







[image: ][image: ][image: ]
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:lauren:Desktop:SERC Handout Footer.jpg]
image1.png
scepe




image2.jpeg
s E R Special Education www.redbridgeserc.org

Resource Centre info@redbridgeserc.co.uk




image3.jpeg
SERC Newbridge School Barley Lane Campus 258 Barley Lane Goodmayes lIford IG3 8XS




